
Female Infanticide in Developing Nations

Introduction

Female infanticide is prosefully killing females. This is more prominent in developing

countries such as China and India. Sex-selective abortion is frequently highlighted as a closely

linked issue in nations with a history of female infanticide. Many citizens in  developing

countries do not have the needs to provide for a family. Therefore having a son/man in the house

is more beneficial as they will be able to provide more for the family and have a better

opportunity to get a job. This preference for sons frequently results in the neglect of girls' basic

rights, such as their health, food, and education, and, on a more extreme level, may lead to

female infanticide, which can occur intentionally or as a result of neglect, such as famine. 1 Some

of the process on how female infanticide is occured is using means such as poisoned milk,

suffocating, and drowning to kill the female newborn as soon as possible after birth. There are

two types of infanticide, direct and indirect way. Dehydration or starvation, suffocation, or head

traumas are all examples of direct or active infanticide. Indirect or passive infanticide begins

with poor diet, neglect, or irresponsible parenting, particularly when the child becomes ill 2.

Background information

Female infanticde has been an issue for centuries and is an ongoing issue in many developing

countries. There has been an estimate of 2 million girls from India and China going missing

every year 3. Since the 1990s, some nations, such as India, China, and Pakistan have had up to

25 percent more male births than female births. The rise in gender female infantiide is alarming

3https://www.newscientist.com/article/2199874-sex-selective-abortions-may-have-stopped-the-birth-of-23-
million-girls/

2 https://www.humanium.org/en/infanticide/

1 http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/abortion/medical/infanticide_1.shtml

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2199874-sex-selective-abortions-may-have-stopped-the-birth-of-23-million-girls/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2199874-sex-selective-abortions-may-have-stopped-the-birth-of-23-million-girls/
https://www.humanium.org/en/infanticide/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/abortion/medical/infanticide_1.shtml


due to the low status of women and girls. In some areas, female infanticide and abortions have

resulted in a significant gender imbalance. According to a UN report from 2007, nearly 100

million females have gone missing around the world, with 80 million of them in China and India.

There are many reason to this. Some being that males are thought to have stronger earning

capacity and are better able to provide for their families, hence baby boys are less likely to be

killed as infants. Another reason is parental retirement insurance. Children are expected to

provide elder care in several cultures in developing nations. Daughters, on the other hand, are

seen as a drain on family income because they will marry and live with their husband's family,

whereas sons are expected to aid their parents in their senior years. When the daughter marries to

the husband is causing her family to have a financial burden as they need to pay for their

daughter's wedding when she is never coming back 4. Female infanticide also causes gender

imbalnce in societies. With this there will be more men in the society as they will have less

women to get married to. This will also cause more hate crime against women. This results in a

gender imbalance, damaging several societies in developing nation. Men in China and India who

would like to get married may not be able to. The gender imbalance  is leading to sexual violence

and trafficking of women and girls. There has been an increase of cross border brides, women

and girls migrating or being trafficked into areas where there are fewer women. These women or

girls usually do not know the local language and are commonly pressured to produce male

children. Several nations across the world have taken measures to address gender imbalance.

These have included addressing this issue in the media and improving equality for girls and

women, by giving women the same salary as men and giving them the same opportunity as men

4

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/10/03/631892291/why-infanticide-is-a-problem-in-seneg
al?t=1621866555560
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to get an education.5 Preventing gender selective abortion in member states will require major

commitment and efforts by the governments and societies working towards the goal of gender

equality6.

Key Terms

Sex ratio: a sex ratio represents the number of males to females born in a given year.

Gendercide: gendercide is described as the killing of females of all ages or the killing of a

specific gender group.

Femicide: the killing of a woman by a man particulier due to her gender.

Infanticide: “the crime of a mother killing her child within a year of birth” 7.

Abortion: “the deliberate termination of a human pregnancy, most often performed during the

first 28 weeks of the pregnancy”.8

Possible Solutions

A possible solution may be providing supportive measures for girls and women. Such measures

must concentrate on making sure the establishments of self-assurance of young girls and ladies

by improving access to health care services, and access to education. Additional measures can

8 “Abortion: Definition of Abortion by Oxford Dictionary on Lexico.com Also Meaning of Abortion.” Lexico
Dictionaries | English, Lexico Dictionaries, www.lexico.com/en/definition/abortion.

7 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/infanticide
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Scientist, 16 Apr. 2019,
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also be taken by the government that can ensure that girls have equal access to education and

health care services.

Another solution would be to have legislation and policies. Laws and policies can be significant

devices for providing countries to support women’s rights. Countries should create and promote

a legal framework that will support gender equality. Other actions countries could take is to

expand and execute policies that address the preferences of a son - including polices of inheriting

shares, finances, education, and the assurance of the family name. Another possible solution is to

strengthen policies of abortions, due to the precited sex of the unborn child. As a similar solution

has happened before, countries could be more strict and make sure these laws are being followed

and not neglected by citizens’ beliefs of valuing sons more than daughters.

A solution would be advocacy and change. Social norms that societies prefer sons more than

girls will need to change within families and social networks. With the help from different

governments, they can  promote equities in media, such as in new channels and radios, which

can give people opportunities for telling stories and important information about the inequalities

around the world.  They could inform their countries about what female infantocide is a major

issue and that women should be treated the same as men.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

In 2020 in Paulo, Pernambuco, Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, and Ceará, 58.4% of the 449 women

killed on the basis of their gender were killed by their present or past husband, boyfriend, or

partner. Eight percent of femicides were committed by people who were not known to the victim,

while relatives like the victim's father, mother, stepfather, and son were responsible for the rest.


