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Introduction 

The Israel and Palestine conflict is an ongoing issue that has started ever since the 

arrival of Jews during the Ottoman and then British rule. The main causes that are continuing 

to contribute to the escalation of the conflict are borders, security and mutual recognition, 

control of Jerusalem and other cities. For years, this has sparked some actions that were taken 

by other nations. There were concerns regarding human rights both within and between both 

sides. This later on led to the signing of various resolutions by the United Nations as well as 

agreements between both sides and the involvement of non-governmental organizations.  

However, the conflict is still happening today.   

Key Terms  

The Two State Solution: A new form of solution to help prevent future conflicts between 

Palestine and Israel by creating a border that can create “Two states and two people”.  

Mutual recognition: An agreement between both countries where they recognize one anothers 

assessments results.  

Security: The ways in which the nation can be protected from the invasion of other nations. 

Ways for the country to be protected are: borders, fences etc. 

Background Information 

History  

The roots of the ongoing conflict between Palestine and Israel go back to the years between 

1800 and 1947. It first started from a large-scale movement of the Jews who then later on 

became known as Palestine. The reason why the number of the arriving jews was continuing 

to increase was due to their seeking of a homeland after the Holocaust of the  Second World 

War. However, they were already arriving long before that, after Britain took the control of 

Palestine after defeating the Ottoman Empire in World War 1. Consequently, later on, Britain 

established Palestine as a “national home” for the Jewish people ( BBC). However, Palestine 
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was not only the home for the Jews, but also for the Arab who were the majority of Palestine. 

This later on caused some violence between Jews minorities  and Arab majority. This was 

because, Jewish people believed that it was their ancestral home, but the Arab majority 

believed it was mainly their land. As the years passed between 1920 and 1940s, more and 

more Jews were continuing to arrive in Palestine, which then continued to escalate the 

conflict between Jews and Arab. This continued until 1947, when the UN came to the 

decision that in order for the conflict to stop, Palestine should be split into separate Jewish 

and Arab states, and Jerusalem will then become the main international city. Although this 

decision was initially assumed to be effective in preventing the conflict from escalating 

further, when the UN voted for the separation of Palestine, it was only the Jewish leaders that 

agreed to it, but not the Arabs.  

 As the problem continued, Britain decided to leave in 1948, because it was impossible 

to solve the issue. This then led to the Jewish leaders declaring the creation of the state of 

Israel. This became the beginning of the war, as many Palestinians were against this decision, 

which then also resulted in many troops from the Arab countries to invade and force 

approximately hundreds of thousands of Palestinians out of their homes.  

 Israel ended up taking over the territory, with Jordan occupying the land that was later 

on called “ West Bank” and Gaza was then occupied by Egypt. Jerusalem, which was 

considered the international city, was then divided by the Israeli forces in the West and the 

Jordanian forces in the East ( BBC). This however, still didn't prevent any other conflicts 

from happening. Due to the missing peace agreement, each side was continuing to blame one 

another as decades followed, which lead to more violence between the two sides in the 

future.  
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Situation Today 

Today, the tensions between Israel and Gaza are still continuing. Especially in the West 

Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza. Gaza is currently ruled by Hamas which is a Palestenian 

militant  group. In order to prevent the any weapons from reaching the Hamas, all of the 

borders are under control of Israel and Egypt. 

The main driving forces of the war that are continuing to escalate the conflict are the 

following: 

• What will happen to the Palestanian refugees 

• Should the Jewish in the occupied West bank  

• Will the two sides share Jerussalem  

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Adalah 

Adalah is an independent non-governmental organization that was created with the purpose to 

promote as well as defend the rights of the Palestinian Arab citizens of israel. It does that by 

striving to create equal rights for the Palestanian minority in Israel. It usually focuses on the 

following;  

1. The land and planning rights for the Palestanian minorities 

2. Civil and political rights  

3. Economic, social and cultural rights 

The AFTP  

Also known as American Task Force in Palestine is a non-partisan organization that was 

established by the United States with the belief that it is of their national interest to prevent 

the future conflicts between Palestine and Israel. It was established in 2003 and since then 

continues to attempt to give voice to Palestanian-Americans.  
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IPCRI 

Israel-Palestine Center of Research and Information an institution made up of Israelis and 

Palestenians with the goal to create a resolution for the conflict. It does that by recognizing 

the rights of the Jewish and Palestenian and resolving the conflict by fulfilling their interests 

and establishing peaceful relations. There are a total of three departments in the IPCRI, which 

are the public media, environment and research department. All three departments collaborate 

with each other to achieve the goal, but each has its own project and responsibility.  

Relevant UN Reports and Resolutions  

1. Resolution 42 of Security Council:  

This resolution was adopted in 1948 and called upon the Jewish Agency and for Palestine and 

Arab Committee to include more representatives in the Security Council to make the truce 

between the two sides.  https://undocs.org/S/RES/43(1948) 

2. Resolution 212; Palestine Refugees  

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/un-general-assembly-resolution-212-iii-november-1948 

3. Resolution 72: The Right of Palestanian People to self-determination  

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/un-general-assembly-resolution-75-172 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 

The Israel- PLO Recognition  

There were close contacts between Palestine and Israel negotiations in September 1993, 

which then lead to an agreement between the Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and PLO 

Chairman Yasser Afarat. The way they came to this agreement was after the time the PLO 

Chairman sent a letter to the Israeli Foreign Minister stating that the PLO is : 

1. Recognizing the rights of Israel to exist in peace 

2. Understands and Accepts the previous resolutions ( 242 and 338)  of the United 

Nations  
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3. Commits to the solution to prevent the ongoing conflict  

4. Ensures the responsibility over all of the PLO elements so it can ensure that it is able 

to prevent any violations and ensure compliance.  

Israel had a good response and recognized the PLO as the representatives of the Palestenians. 

In return, in that same year, both sides agreed to sign the Declaration of Principles or the 

DOP. This declaration outlined the agreed self-government arrangements.  

Interim Agreement  

Later on, after the signing of the Declaration of Principles, the Israeli and PLO delegations 

have also agreed to sign an “interim agreement” which consists of three stages:  

First, there is the Gaza-Jericho Agreement that was signed in 1994. It is a much longer 

document than the Declaration of the Principles and contains the following issues:  

1. Civil affairs 

2. Security arrangements 

3. Economical relations 

4. Legal matters 

Then there was the Agreement of the Preparatory Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities 

that was signed in the same year. Based on the regulations in the Declaration of Principles, 

the Agreement of the Preparatory Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities is intended to 

provide for the transfer of the powers to Palestanian Authority within the following spheres:  

1. Social Welfare 

2. Education and Culture 

3. Health  

4. Tourism  

5. Taxation  
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In September 1995, the third agreement of the third stage called israeli-Palestinian Interim 

Agreement on the West Bank of the Gaza Strip concludes the first stages of the negotiations 

between Israel and PLO. Furthermore, it also incorporates as well as superseeds the Gaza-

Jericho and the Early Empowerment Agreements ( Jewish Virtual Library).  

 

Possible Solutions 

Currently there is a new solution called “ The Two State Solution '' that was created 

with the aim to suggest that Palestenians should have their own state that is not part of Israel. 

The only way to achieve this goal is by creating a technical division of the land. This can be 

done by building walls, fences or roadblocks. In theory, it is possible that this solution might 

be successful, because it would provide security for Israel, while at the same time Israel will 

be able to allow the Jewish to cross their borders. There are many governments that have 

already agreed to achieve this “Two state solution” such as the United States, United Nations, 

Israel and Palestanian Authority ( Fisher).  
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